A Brief History of Hope Lutheran Church, Virginia Beach

In the mid-1970s, a small group of Lutherans who belongedher &®iCMS
congregations but lived in Virginia Beach and Chesapeaketlsaweed to
establish a congregation in the rapidly growing area ehpgsville. Working
with the Department of Missions of the Southeasteistrict, the Reverend
Paul Kettner, a mission developer from Cincinnati, Ohias called. Installed
at Trinity, Norfolk in February 1976, Pastor Kettner begank in the area.
The first worship service was held in the auditorium offiedd Elementary
School a month later.

Twenty-five families officially became members of Hope Charter Sunday, May 2, 1976.
Almost immediately they set towards the goal of buatdtheir first facility and in February of

1977, a building committee was appointed to study the presdribag-term needs of the year-
old mission. An architect was engaged to assist in duenplg and development. In May 1977,
the Voters of Hope approved a set of drawings, which werelgt out for bids. After months of

fine-tuning, groundbreaking was set for the spring of 1979. weNber, the first portion of our

current building, the sanctuary and education wing, was aedid¢o the Lord’s service.

As the Spirit blessed the growth of the congregatiorgptdly outgrew its ability to worship in
one service on Sunday mornings. Beginning in February 1984, éwices were offered,
making space available for more worshipers. Stained gissows were donated in memory of
loved ones by a number of families, and a new electangian was purchased. A preschool was
established to meet the needs of members and as a ta@olnigregational outreach. Concerned
about community service, Hope became a partner witlyind@ Beach Social Services, a
ministry to the needy in our community.

With continued growth came the desire for additiopalce required by the burgeoning Sunday
School, Vacation Bible School, and preschool. A Longng®e Planning Committee was
appointed in 1985 to study the direction of mission and tmnisf the congregation. Bill
Cristman was hired to serve as Pastoral Assistatiteirareas of administration and visitation,
under the direction of Pastor Kettner. Building plansemgresented to the congregation and
accepted, and in the summer of 1994, groundbreaking took plaaentaw fellowship hall with
stage, kitchen, classrooms, restrooms and storage rodmasexpansion was completed in
December of 1994.

Feeling the Spirit lead them in the direction of incegksocial ministry, the congregation joined
hands with the Judeo-Christian Outreach Center, serveajsnio the hungry and homeless and
providing clothing for indigents in the area. With the g@gation’s size also came the need for
increased pastoral support. The Voters agreed to call a seanit@assist in the ever-expanding
responsibilities of the pastoral office.

On June 11, 1995, Christopher L. Otten was installed astAssiPastor. His
primary responsibilities included Sunday School, youthkwewvangelism and
outreach.

1
Document Produced by deskPDF Unregistered :: hitp://mww.docudesk.com


http://www.docudesk.com

Near the end of 1996, Pastor Kettner retired and Pasten @ccepted a Call to Hawaii. The
people of Hope took the valuable step of studying their dimgctiiorities, outreach, and
programs before initiating the call process. To provatephstoral coverage and administrative
support, the Rev. Dr. George Lobien was called and conunesias Interim Pastor from
February 2, 1997 to June 27, 1998. Meanwhile the congregationlbechits plans to begin the
call process for a senior pastor.

The Rev. Gary Brooks, an active duty Chaplain in theddnStates Air Force,
stationed at Langley Air Force Base, was calledetwesas Interim Pastor whileg
the congregation continued its search for a senior pd2&stor Brooks servec
Hope from August 1998 to December 1998.

On October 11, 1998, the Rev. Thomas Clocker was extend@édne Call as

senior pastor and after accepting, was installed on Nove)b#998. Under
Pastor Clocker, the late service became a “blended sgrdiegigned to reach
out to those in our community who were not traditionatherans and to
minister to those who desired a more contemporary énworship.

L

To better meet the needs of our “senior communitye"Rlev. Art Meyer serve
as Assistant Pastor from February 1997 to January 1999. histened to the
sick and shut-in, while also assisting in the leadershipooghip.

When Pastor Meyer again “retired,” the congregation sotogh &
» increase its pastoral staff once again. After studiy@ayer, a '
Call was extended to Timothy A. Utton, who was ordainéadl the Office of the
‘ .\ Public Ministry here at Hope on Sunday, July 21, 2002. Agae¢cbngregation
e L

continued to grow.

During the summer of 2000, a Memorial Prayer Garden was fowards the rear of the
property by Josh Smith as his Eagle Scout project. Naintained by a cadre of loyal
volunteers, the Garden has become a place of deep mdéanmgny members. The cremains of
several members have been interred there. Over the @@e period, the congregation enrolled
in the Stephen Ministry program, with a number of vadens being trained in care giving.

Hope Lutheran has also been blessed with a vibrant youristry. Beginning with a small
group of high school age youth, the program has contiruegglow. A three-year confirmation
process is now in place for grades 6, 7, and 8, culmgatira very meaningful Confirmation
Sunday. Each class also makes a banner to hang withatimers of previous classes in the
fellowship hall. In January 2005, Hope dedicated a youth amnerqdular building designed to
facilitate this expanding ministry.
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With the Virginia Beach/Chesapeake area seeing rapicogi@aphic
growth, especially among the un-churched and under-churttieeRev.
Jeff Wuertz accepted the Call to begin a new missiohdratea. It was
specifically designed from the beginning as a ministrygach those
who didn’'t know Jesus at all. Pastor Wuertz was instakdhurch
Planter for Hope Lutheran on January 11, 2004. His mini
Chesapeake Community of Hope, is focusing its efforts inGheat
Bridge and Deep Creek area, worshiping at a school, wiitesfin a
rented house.

Change came again to Hope as Pastor Clocker requested sugtanted a
“Peaceful Release” from his call on April 19, 2004. Hig @anday was
May 23, 2004. Pastor Timothy Utton soon saw his status chiioge
Assistant to Associate, allowing him to vote in Distrittcéions and to
assume more responsibilities at Hope, while at the s@ime, the
congregation again established a Call Committee. Oncen,afastor
George Lobien, now a dear friend of many at Hope, retutaebring his
gifts of ministry to the congregation.

On March 12, 2006, the Rev. R. Mark Nieting, senior pastors
Emmanuel, Asheville, North Carolina, accepted the Cfdlape and was
installed on July 9, 2006. Then, at the verge of itd BOthday, the @&
congregation started to plan a wonderful celebratiothahksgiving to
God for all the blessings He has provided in the past, recognibaat
there is so much more to do in the future.

t

Anticipating the anniversary, a “Burning Bush” campaign wastet to raise the
necessary funds to “burn” the first mortgage, thus pregatthe way for much more
ministry to come!

To God Be the Glory!
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Hope Lutheran Church
Charter Members

Sidney & Cheryl
Barnes Ruth Berry Linda Hammond
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