
  

 

Celebrating  

DEpendence Day!  

 

 I love July 4. Pam and I usually go to the 

Sandbridge pier and watch miles of fireworks 

up the beach as we TRY to catch fish. For most 

Americans, the Fourth of July is an important 

celebration, remembering how our country be-

came IN-dependent of Britain over 200 years 

ago. We are justifiably proud of our nation and 

what ñweò have accomplished. (Andé.on a 

personal note, I am thankful for all of you who have and do serve in the mili-

tary!) 

 In the larger sense, as Christians itôs not our IN-dependence that we cele-

brate, it is our DE-pendence on Jesus Christ. None of us can ñgo it alone,ò spir-

itually speaking. None of us can handle the consequences of sin alone. Left 

óindependent,ô our enemies of the devil, the sinful world and our own sinful 

flesh would lead us to eternal ruin.  

 Only our DE-pendence on Godôs Son, Jesus Christ of-

fers us victory. St. Paulôs words in Ephesians 

2:8-9 are ñskyrocketsò of joy as he reminds us 

that ñby grace are we saved, through faith, and 

this not from ourselves; it is a gift of God, not 

of works, lest anyone can boast.ò  

 Godôs blessings as you celebrate both  

DE and IN dependence!  

 Pastor Mark Nieting 
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MOTHER DAUGHTER DINNER  By: Ramona Brown 

 Mothers and daughters of Hope Lutheran Church were 

treated to a wonderful dinner on May 13, thanks to the 

Knights of Hope. Tickets for the evening were just $8 per 

person. ñMy wife, Marjorie, attended such a dinner some 15 

years ago at Trinity Lutheran and thought it was lovely,ò said 

Carl Mallett, member of the Church Council (Celebrating at 

Large). ñShe started asking around in March if anyone would 

be interested in having a Mother Daughter Dinner like the one she experienced 

so long ago. The response was positive. I presented the idea at a Council meet-

ing and then to the Knights of Hope. They all agreed it would be a nice thing to 

do and they appointed me to run the event.ò 

 Carl, with a crew of 51 men from Hope, handled all the arrangements for 

the evening from decorating the Fellowship Hall, to cooking and serving din-

ner, to cleaning up afterwards. As part of the decorations, the 16 tables had a 

red rose for each of the ladies to take home at the end of the evening.  

 When the ladies arrived, they were taken to their assigned seats 

by their waiter. After the blessing from Pastor Nieting, the ladies 

were served a five course meal. The menu consisted of cheese, 

crackers and fruit, Hope garden salad, savory broccoli cheese or 

New Orleans French onion soup, baked chicken with white supreme 

sauce or spiced cod with white wine sauce and ended with a deca-

dent chocolate brownie with raspberry sauce. Chefs for the evening 

were Leo Wiltshire, Ted Gray, Gerald Brown and Rodger Stein. Ac-

cording to Jennifer Rauch, who attended the dinner with her two 

daughters, Avery, 8, and Marley, 11, the evening was a big suc-

cess. ñIt was very nice,ò said Jennifer. ñThe men did a wonderful job of treating the 

ladies like ladies.ò Marley also stated that it was the finest restaurant she had ever 

been to. The Rauch ladies hope to be able to go again next year. 

 Vince Shahayda worked the event while his wife, Colleen, attended with teachers 

from Hope School. Both stated that it was a great evening with nice fellowship. ñIt 

was also nice to see all ages of men working together for the evening,ò said Colleen. 

Finally, to help commemorate the evening, Hope member Andrew Carter, took pic-

tures of the ladies as they arrived and had the prints ready for them to pick up Sun-

day morning.  

 When asked if this will be an annual event, Carl replied that it depended on the 

success and response of the ladies who attended the event.  ñOn the back of the menu 

selection card was a comment request on the back,ò he said. ñWeôll see what 

kind of feedback we get.ò  The feedback was indeed positive!  Based on the 

responses, the Mother/Daughter dinner will become a tradition of Hope. 


