“Out of the mouths of….”


     Confirmation Sunday 2008

 Romans 10:9-10




                Pastor Mark Nieting

“That if you confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord” and believe with your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.” (Romans 10: 9-10 NIV) 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to you as God’s people; and especially today to our 19 Catechumens and their very proud moms and dads and families. 
(8AM) HALF of you (11AM) ALL of you are now finished reading your testimonies….and I must ask, how does it feel to be “done” with that? I am sure it HAS to feel good! I know that there have been lots of nervous and anxious moments among you…and parents….and teachers, just waiting to get these testimonies “over with,” as well as people wondering why your “mean old pastor” would make you ALL do one! (Don’t think I haven’t heard this: “Pastor Tom and Pastor Timothy didn’t make EVERYONE do this….much less insist that you memorize the Meaning of the 3rd Article of the Apostle’s Creed!)

There IS a point to why we do this….a strong, theological point, and it begins with this simple statement: AT ONE TIME, YOU WERE ALL A BUNCH OF DUMMIES! (Now I am holding up a Red Cross CPR “dummy.”) I know that you are all a whole lot better looking than this “dummy,” and you are all a whole lot SMARTER than this “dummy,” but spiritually speaking, without Christ in us, without the Calling of the Holy Spirit working upon us, we….you and me…were and still would be…..just as lifeless.
What do we use a “dummy” like this for? That’s right….CPR training. Cardio-pulmonary resuscitation training.  What is the goal of CPR training? Yes, it is done so that someone who has suffered a heart attack or who has stopped breathing can be brought back to life. (The older I get, the more important I think it is to have every one of our staff people trained to do this!) 

Question: Can this dummy do CPR on itself? That’s (no tongue in cheek here) a “no brainer!” Of course not….it’s dead! Next question: Can you do CPR on yourself? Can’t do that either….at least doesn’t seem possible to me! Why not? You’re DEAD….or at least on the way to being there!
Before we….any of us….confess Christ as our Savior, we are spiritually dead. We are like a drowning victim pulled out of the water and no longer breathing. We might LOOK alive and WALK ABOUT pretending to BE alive, but spiritually and eternally, we’re dead….and we will be that way forever. 

We’ve all seen enough CPR done on TV and in movies or even in doing the training ourselves that I think everyone here can answer this question: When a VICTIM first responds to CPR by “coughing,” WHOSE AIR is he or she coughing up? 

Answer: It’s not THEIR breath, it’s the air that was breathed INTO them! 

All of this goes back to the second chapter of Genesis, where we read that when God formed the first person, Adam, He “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living being.” (Genesis 2:7) Ever since then, God has also been “breathing” the gift of faith into His people, breathing into each one of us with baptism and with His Word and with communion.
19 very special and wonderful (and even very nervous) young people will be giving / have given their testimonies of faith in Jesus Christ this morning, as God asks each of us to do in Scripture. Does that mean that their TESTIMONIES save them? Of course not! That would be making our testimonies a “work,” and we know that works cannot save anyone. Instead, they are “breathing out” what God first breathed into them when their parents brought them…..in most cases carried them….to Holy Baptism. What these young people this morning are “exhaling” are the specific teachings of God that He “breathed” into Holy Scriptures through who put His Words and His Will down on paper and that their teachers….and thanks here to all 6 of our confirmation teachers…..have been “breathing” into them for the past 3 years. And as it goes with them this morning, the same thing has gone on with almost all of us in the past. God breathes in….and we breathe God back out!
Does that make you a “dummy?” Absolutely not! Would God send His Son into the world for a piece of plastic? Instead, we are reminded that God literally came into OUR FLESH and became ONE OF US and DIED ON THE CROSS so that we could be WITH God forever. It makes us more precious than any other piece of God’s creation. All the “stuff” around us, including our little “dummy” here, will pass away at the end of time…..but you and me? We will live with God forever, because God breathed into us the breath of ETERNAL life through faith in Christ.

And to that, the people of God say…..and breathe….AMEN!

