We’ve Gotta Stay On The RIGHT Road!


      Luke 24: 13-35
April 6, 2008






          Pastor Mark Nieting

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed. Alleluia!

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and from our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

How many of you have ever taken a picture? That’s right….probably most of us. We’ve taken snapshots, Polaroid’s (designed for those of us with less patience), digital pictures, movies, for those of us living in the olden days, SLIDES, and for those who are truly “addicted,” Scrapbooks!   Question is, why do we do this?
The answer is easy, and it comes in two parts: first, we like pictures because they HELP US REMEMBER some part of our earthly journey, and second, because they help us SHARE those memories with others.  

PICTURE this journey, if you will. It’s the first Easter Sunday. Two of Jesus’ followers, one named and the other not, have left Jerusalem, walking out to the village of Emmaus. Burned into their memories are images of Jesus being arrested, beaten, whipped, wearing a crown of thorns, carrying His cross, and finally, being crucified to death. Like a living horror movie, the images don’t go away when they close their eyes, and so, as they walk, they discuss it. I’m sure there was a huge amount of fear involved…..that what happened to Jesus might happen to those who followed Him. Some of the disciples locked themselves in the “upper room” and some of them left out of fear. 
To make things more confusing, they heard reports by some of the women that Jesus’ body wasn’t in the tomb, and that ANGELS had said He was alive! 
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Honestly, if I were on the road with them, I’d have been just as confused. Wouldn’t you? I’d HAVE to talk about it…..

Then, out of nowhere, a third traveler joined the first two, asking them to tell the story again. Amazed at His ignorance, they told it all over again. I find the irony incredible……two men who don’t recognize Jesus telling HIM straight to His face what had happened TO Him, and that HE kept a straight face! How many of us could do that?
Jesus also set the story straight, not about who He was right then, but He walked them through the Old Testament, from Moses down through all the prophets, reminding them that the entire PURPOSE of the Old Testament was to point to the coming of the Messiah. 

Then, when the men invited this “stranger” to have dinner with them, He broke the bread…..and broke the surprise! It was JESUS……and then He was gone.

What would YOU do??? What would I do??? We KNOW what the two men did. 

Given the intensity of the past 3 days and given the joy that must have permeated their entire beings, despite the fact that the hour was late, they were so EXCITED that they got up, put on their sandals and coats and literally RAN several miles back to Jerusalem to share the GOOD NEWS of Jesus’ appearance….and thus His resurrection…. with the rest of the disciples 
The text we read this morning doesn’t go this far, but the story goes on! AS they were having this discussion…. imagine THAT dialog….. Jesus APPEARED in the room, greeted them, let them touch His hands and feet and, to prove to them that He wasn’t a ghost, ate a piece of fish. 
Then Jesus got down to business, telling them: “The Christ HAD to suffer and rise from the dead on the 3rd day, and repentance and forgiveness WILL be preached in His name. YOU are my witnesses. I am sending YOU.” 
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OUR CHRISTIAN LIFE is a journey down the road toward spending eternity in heaven with our Savior Jesus. The journey usually begins when Jesus surprises US at some place and time in our lives and through the Holy Spirit, gives us the gift of faith. That’s when the journey begins. Some of us, like Kaylee Mae Hall, whose baptism we celebrate today, are at the very beginning of their road. Some of us are approaching the “Confirmation” marker. Others are at the “middle age” place and still others think that they can just about see the end. 
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The road…the journey of life is a beautiful thing. We get all sorts of opportunities to see wonderful sights and meet interesting people. Sometimes, however, the road just seems to get long and difficult. We get tired. I know I do. Life can throw all sorts of “stuff” in our paths. We get sick. We have troubles with relationships. We struggle financially. And when troubles come, and when we get tired, and when we feel timid, we can very easily do the “turtle number.” How easy is it to keep moving down the road; how easy is it to tell someone about JESUS when we’ve got ourselves pulled into our shells? Anyone relate to this? 
[image: image4.png]w26
Circular Intersection

TRAFFIC

CIRCLE

W16-12p

‘Sign images from the Manual of Taffic Signs <http:/Mwww rafficsign, us/>
“These sign images copyright Richard C. Moeur. All rights reserved.



Sometimes, on the journey of life, we might get tempted by the devil, the world and our own sinful flesh to get off the Road of Christian Discipleship and we take an “alternate route.” We take a ‘non-holy detour.’  Remember Judas??? Remember King David and Bathsheba??? Remember Peter in the Courtyard when he denied Jesus?? 
Remember Mark Nieting when…….
Remember YOURSELF when…….

Permit me one homegrown parable. When I started “dating” Pam, we used to go for long drives through the mountains. One day, high in the mountains of western North Carolina, we had stopped at a “bald” called Max Patch and did some hiking. When we left, I was SURE I knew the right road down….and, of course, being a GUY and not NEEDING to even GLANCE at a MAP and not asking ANYone for directions, we drove on, and on, and on, and on, with me being SURE that we would come out in Hot Springs, North Carolina.  Pam was quietly sitting there, biding her time, until we saw a sign that said, “Tennesseans Wear Seat Belts” and emerged into the tiny metropolis of Del Rio, TN, over 30 miles from where I thought we were.
Now, six years later, if she thinks I am getting off the right road geographically OR any way else, all she has to say is “Heading for Del Rio, are we????” 
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Sometimes, life gets even MORE confusing, even spiritually speaking. The history of the Christian church is dotted with occasions when spiritual truths became lost. We as Lutheran Christians can quickly point to the time of the Reformation, when Luther, confronted with the church actually SELLING the forgiveness of sins, was able to point people back to the JESUS and HIS sacrifice for their sins. That’s something we REJOICE in to this day, knowing that we understand God’s true plan of salvation, found ONLY in Christ.
We’ve witnessed World War 2, when the Christian church in Europe (at least for the most part), tucked its spiritual and ethical head into its liturgical shell and said NOTHING as millions of people were “exterminated.” Some, like Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer, tried to stop it, but for the most part, the church kept silent. And for the most part, the churches in OUR OWN country have been just as silent as 20 million lives have been taken through abortion…..most of them done for the sake of convenience. We’ve seen, even in the news cycles of the past few weeks, churches that proclaim Jesus more in the name of political and economic freedom that for any other reason. It may be called “liberation theology,” but in truth, it doesn’t point people to salvation. 
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Finally we get to the deadliest detour of them all, simply “falling asleep” not in the sanctuary (if you read my High Lights article), but in the faith.  How many friends and even family members do we know who have simply given up on the spiritual journey for one reason or another? Confirmation accomplished, journey ended. Out of high school, that’s it. Marry a person of a different faith and neither one stays on the journey, much less going it together. It’s an easy detour….low impact….with huge implications.
This morning, on the second Sunday of Easter, I’m obviously “preaching to the choir,” because YOU are HERE. You VALUE the Good News of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. You value Worship. You value the study of God’s Word. And why is that? Permit me one more “road sign” from the spiritual journey, one we can’t afford to miss, especially when the going gets tough.
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If we, if YOU are lost ANYwhere on the journey of life, this is one sign we absolutely cannot miss, that of Jesus Christ, our Good Shepherd, who offers to “pilot us” along the entire journey of life. He is the one who will “leave the 99 and come after the one lost sheep,” willing to give His life for each and every one of us. Jesus, our Risen Good Shepherd, is the one who leads FROM THE FRONT, rather than “pushing  us” from behind, urging us and encouraging us and even, if He has to, carrying us down the road of life for one reason……..He wants us to be His, forever.  He is the one who offers forgiveness when we confess our sins. He is the one who conquered death itself and won the victory. He is the WAY, the TRUTH, and the LIFE…….and He is RISEN, and we are called, in faith, to follow Him.
When those 2 disciples RAN the several miles back to Jerusalem, it was to share with their friends that Christ was alive. We have friends who NEED to know that same news…… and why? Because their very eternal lives rest on them knowing that Jesus lived, died and rose again for THEM!!! I don’t care how smooth and polished and “professional” you are in speaking the story of Christ….but I care if you do it.

We as Christians say we “value” Evangelism. Truth is, do we? I can say I value being in shape, and I can say I value losing weight, but have you seen me “do” it? This is our challenge today, straight from the words of this morning’s Gospel lesson…….that our own hearts “BURN WITHIN US” about the news of Christ’s resurrection and that all along the road of life, it’s what we can’t help but share with those heading off onto each dead-end detour they see…..that we, as EASTER PEOPLE…demonstrate the value of the resurrection in our daily lives, one story and one person at a time.
Christ IS Risen…..He is Risen Indeed! Now, who are you going to tell?
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