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Can anyone provide an answer for this question: why do pirates say ‘arrrgh?’ After five days of Vacation Bible School focused on the theme of pirates, most everyone around here has a sore throat not from the fires down south, but from walking around saying ‘arrrgh’ and ‘avast’ to each other all week! To the casual observer peeking into Hope, it might have seemed that we were providing summer school training for new recruits for Blackbeard’s crew, right? 
To help us along with that, I googled up an entire SET of rules for being a pirate, which claim to have been written by none other than Blackbeard himself. Here are the top ten: 1. A pirate doesn’t ask for directions. (aka few female pirates)
2. Pirates do not cry (unless they lose a shipload of rum). 

3. No pirate shall ever discuss his feelings, ever….except, see rule #2.
4. A pirate does not go “shopping,” unless it’s called “looting.”

5. Pirates only change their clothes when they are soaked in blood, not sweat.

6. Peg-legs may only be made of wood, or they can’t say “shiver my timbers!”

7. When swimming, pirates do NOT dive, they only “cannonball.”

8. Pirates only see movies that are rated ‘arrrgh.’
9. The only “instant messaging” allowed to pirates is the thrust of a sword.
Finally, #10: pirates never, ever obey laws. Period.

So how do you know if you are a pirate? You just “arrrrrrr.”

Obviously our goal in doing Vacation Bible School with a Pirate theme isn’t to create a crew of young Blackbeards ready to pillage and plunder Virginia Beach, and since Blackbeard is still quite dead, he’s not going to miss them anyway. 
Our goal is to create fully formed disciples of Jesus Christ, just as Jesus was doing in our text from Matthew 10 as He prepared to “send out” the twelve into Galilee as His representatives. The entire chapter is Jesus’ “training instructions,” and it ends with Jesus’ discussion of the relationship, literally a BOND, between the disciples who would BRING the message, literally ‘those being sent,’ and Jesus who WAS both the message and the sender of disciples.
In our day we often use phrases like “don’t shoot the messenger!” which implies our cultural understanding that messengers shouldn’t be blamed (or praised, for that matter) for the messages that they carry for their masters. In our day of mass emails being passed around from person to person without much understanding of where the original message came, this makes sense. If I am not happy with some piece of political news that I see on TV, “shooting the anchor-woman” doesn’t make a lot of sense….fifth commandment not withstanding.  So Tuesday evening when I “rejected” a replacement window salesman at my door, I wasn’t condemning the CONCEPT of new windows or the COMPANY that was selling them, I was simply rejecting the salesman.  And if he took my rejection personally back to the company president, I would be really surprised.
But in Jesus’ day, there was a deep and important bond between the master and the apostle, between the sender and the messenger. Jewish law (Mishnah, Berakhot 5.5) states that ‘a man’s agent is like the man himself.’ The apostle Paul relied on this cultural concept to insure that those who carried his epistles would be welcomed in the same way he himself would be welcomed. 
There is some at work in our world today. When one country is unhappy with another country, they state that by calling their ambassador home, since an ambassador is the representative of an entire country wrapped up into one person: receive the ambassador and you receive the country. But toss him out and you break your relationship with the entire country. And if someone shoots an ambassador, it’s a clear sign for all out war!
That’s what Jesus was telling the twelve: when you visit someone and they receive YOU, it’s exactly as if they were receiving ME. Then, as if that isn’t enough, Jesus takes it to one more level, if they accept you and the message you bring, they not only accept ME, but also God the Father who sent me.  And conversely, if they reject you, they are also rejecting me.
The disciples KNEW this wouldn’t be an easy task, and Jesus reminds them of this in verse 42 with these words, “anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward.” 
That’s the question of the day, my friends: what is a prophet’s reward? What was it that you signed up for when you became members of the Christian church and disciples of Jesus Christ, as Lilja and Alexandria did through Holy  Baptism? 

To answer that question, let’s go back to our Vacation Bible School theme for just a moment. What did every pirate want to find? Answer???? TREASURE! Gold dubloons and silver coins, emeralds and rubies by the Spanish galleon full!!! 

To get all their ill-gotten booty, they took incredible risks and lived very dangerous lives, didn’t they? And in the end, how’d it turn out for old Blackbeard? In fact, how’d it turn out for MOST pirates? Did they live easy, relaxing lives with gorgeous beachfront homes and long retirements? ARGGG, I don’t think so!
Jesus Christ came into this world for one purpose and one purpose only: to save sinners from the consequences of their sins, but now, and eternally. He was welcomed by some then and some now, who received Him into their hearts and found REAL TREASURE: forgiveness of their sins, a new life in Christ and eternal salvation in heaven, with Jesus. That’s a treasure no one can buy and no one can steal. Instead, it’s a treasure that God simply GIVES AWAY.

Once we become part of HIS family, we become the GIVER-AWAYERS (I just made that up!) to, according to Jesus’ teaching in our text, 3 categories of people: other prophets, righteous men, and little ones. 
In the first case we are, as Jesus’ says, “prophets giving good news to other prophets.” My best understanding of this involves a picture of us, and all Christians literally, strengthening and supporting each other as we gather together on Sunday mornings, one Christian supporting another Christian, one beggar showing the rest of the beggars where the bread is to be found. There’s a lot of JOY in doing this, as we certainly understand here at Hope, where we LOVE to get together with each other and rejoice over the TREASURE that we share! It’s literally why we need to build a larger narthex, so we can “be” prophets sharing with prophets over and over again and bringing more people into what we might literally call our “treasure chest” here at Hope.
Then we have “righteous men receiving righteous men and receiving the reward of righteous men.” Knowing all the trouble Jesus had with the Pharisees and their outward acts of phony righteousness, we might almost think that Jesus is talking tongue in cheek here, but that is not the case. The righteousness that we have received from Christ HIS holiness, coming ONLY from Him. It is HIS perfection. When we are marked in our baptisms with the sign of the cross on our foreheads and our hearts and have our souls washed clean, it is Christ’s righteousness that fills….and refills us. It is HIS treasure and HIS reward that He shares with us.

Finally, Jesus ends this set of discipleship instructions with an almost cryptic phrase: “whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.” At the first reading, we might be inclined to say that giving water to children is a good thing….and it is, but that’s not what Jesus is saying. Instead, Jesus is stating for us what I believe that most of us already know: not all disciples are created equal. There are some well known ones, both then and now, and there are, as Jesus said, some “little ones.” It’s not an issue of age or size, it’s the reality of the nature of discipleship. We know a lot about Peter, Matthew, John, but what of Thomas, Simon the Zealot, or Bartholomew? 
There are some disciples who are called and gifted to do great and visible things in the kingdom of God, and that’s wonderful. Their names are among those of the great saints of the church. Then there are countless others who may never accomplish headline-making acts of faith, and yet they too are disciples of Jesus Christ. Here’s what Jesus was saying as He ended His instructions, and it’s well worth each of us remembering this: IF…and I hope every time someone recognizes Christ in them, and through that comes to know Jesus as their Savior, they too will receive their reward, that of a prophet, that of heaven itself. It might not be easy…..Jesus’ road certainly wasn’t and neither was that of any of the disciples or any of the prophets, but the TREAURE is there…..carried within our hearts by virtue of the gift of faith we have been given in Jesus Christ.
Yes, you might recognize a pirate by his eyepatch and his “arrrgh,” but you recognize a disciple of Jesus Christ by the love of Christ in our hearts and working through our hands and lips! And to that, the people of God say AMEN!
