Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory Forever and Ever Amen!
Final (7th) Message on the Lord’s Prayer



Palm Sunday 2008
Palm Sunday is a great celebration in the life of the church. It’s a moment of joy for us who have been solemnly observing the Lenten season. Jesus enters Jerusalem to the adulation of the crowds, who welcome Him as their conquering hero and are ready to crown Him as their King. Churches all over the world are echoing the people of Jerusalem with “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!”  Palm branches are waved and coats are laid on the road as Jesus enters Jerusalem the same way David did before his coronation….riding on a donkey. For the people of Jerusalem it was a marvelous day…..with high hopes of many more marvelous days to come!
Yet we know that in just a few short days, Judas would betray Jesus for not being the “right kind of king.” Soldiers would be decking Jesus out in purple robes with a crown of thorns and mocking Him as “king of the Jews.” Pilate would ask Jesus if He were a king and instead of “hosannas,” the crowds would be yelling “Crucify him, crucify him, crucify him.” What happened? What went wrong?
The great writer and theologian, Dr. Seuss, explained it this way in a book titled “Yurtle the Turtle.” (* read the abbreviated story)  It’s the story of a pond full of turtles ruled over by a king turtle named Yurtle. One day Yurtle decided his kingdom needed to be extended. “I’m king of all I can see,” said Yurtle, “but I can’t see much!” So he snapped his turtle fingers and ordered all the other turtles to get into a pile and become his throne, and they, who existed strictly for his power and glory, obeyed. He climbed up on top and he could see the pond for miles around. “I am Yurtle the Turtle, O Marvelous Me, For I am the ruler of all I can see!” he exclaimed. He was Yurtle Augustus and his kingdom was supposed to exist for ever and ever, amen and thank you!
Then one day the turtle on the bottom of the pile did a plain, little thing. He burped. The burp shook through all the other turtles, who shook so hard they all fell down and so did Yurtle. So now the Great Yurtle is “King of the Mud and that’s all he can see.”
Jesus knew His disciples…..and those of us who would become His disciples over the next 2000 and counting years…..as well as the rest of all of humanity…..would struggle with a “kingdom problem.” Jesus knew that because He understood one of the greatest theological truths of all time: All people, from Adam and Eve to us here today have been born into sin, we are captive to it…..and left alone, would die from it, not just physically, but eternally as well.  

And despite that……and because of that…..we want to be KING! It’s our sinful nature that makes us want to call the shots in our own lives, and it’s that sinful nature that makes us resist being accountable to ANYbody, even God.
Imagine the Kingdoms that Jesus, along with God the Father and the Spirit had watched since creation: 

- the people around Noah, oblivious to God and building their own kingdoms, so badly and so wickedly that God’s anger resulted in the flood.


- the people on the Plain of Shimar, building the Tower of Babel.


- the kingdoms and empires stretching through the pages of history.


- the kingdoms of John and Susie, Bob and Lucy, Kathy and Fred.

 
-and the kingdom of ME!
Jesus KNEW that each one of us would struggle with the entire issue of “kingdom building.” From the perspective of the 10 Commandments, it’s a “Thou Shalt Have No Other Gods before Me” issue!  To help us keep things in proper perspective, and to help us receive the comfort and guidance we need, Jesus KNEW that all of us would need to know how to pray, so He taught them this prayer. Most of us learned it as children and have prayed it hundreds of times. 
We’ve been studying it for the past 6 weeks and now we’re bringing it to a close with the final words of the prayer. Remember how Jesus said them?  “Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever, amen!” 
Right? Hmmm.  I’m not so sure about that. The version of the Lord’s Prayer found in Luke 11 doesn’t have this final phrase at all, not even in a footnote. Some translations of Matthew 6, especially those (like the King James) which are based on later manuscripts of the New Testament, include them. Others relegate them to footnote status because they aren’t found in several of the key Greek texts of the New Testament, especially those used in the writing of the NIV. For centuries the Roman Catholic Church didn’t include them in its text of the prayer and Luther never even mentions this petition in either of his catechisms…….  Not to put too fine a point on this one, but the inclusion of this last “petition” is closer to a glorified “amen” than anything else that may have been added later on to bring a fitting ending to such a wonderful prayer.
In some way and at some time, it is my belief that the Lord managed to get these words included in “his prayer” that we use on a regular basis for the simple reason that far too often, we have a “kingdom problem.” We want to build our own kingdoms here on earth. We want to be in charge of them. We want others to fall down and declare us “king.” We want to fill our kingdoms with our own power and glory and make them last forever and ever, amen! 

The Palm Sunday Gospel is a perfect example of the struggle we humans have with “kingdom issues.” The first and second years of Jesus’ ministry was marked by His huge popularity. “Come to our town,” the people would cry. “Heal our people. Fill our stomachs.” And sometimes, when it met His purposes, He would do that.

Then, as time went on, and Jesus began His movement toward the Cross, He began to talk more about the true “cost” of discipleship. He began to ask more of His followers…..that they understand that their faith might just “cost them” in earthly terms. Opposition from the Jewish leaders rose and those on the fringes of His ministry fell away. 

Then came Palm Sunday. Jesus, who hadn’t been to Jerusalem for a while, returned, symbolically riding a donkey, the same way King David did when he came to be crowned KING. “Hosannas” rang out and the people were ready to put Jesus on the throne, no matter what the cost. In that one day, He could have raised an army of willing volunteers, all of them hoping to run the Romans out and put Jesus on the throne in the palace now occupied by Pilate. Louder and louder went the praises and higher and higher on the throne of their minds the people raised Jesus.

Until….until it became obvious that He wasn’t going to do what THEY wanted Him to do. How was Jesus going to achieve victory when all He talked about was DYING? This was the question in the mind of Judas that sparked him into the actions we remember so well this week. How was Jesus going to raise up an army and defeat the Romans when He didn’t even defend Himself when He was arrested? Were the crowds going to back a loser like that?
Remember Jesus’ answer to Pilate’s question about Kingdoms? “My kingdom is not of this world!”  His IS the Kingdom of POWER and GLORY and it will last forever……and He wants us to be a part of it…..with Him….forever. 

That’s why He put on human flesh, keeping God’s law perfectly and offering us His righteousness.
That’s why He suffered and died, paying the price for all my efforts at kingdom building and paying it for you as well.
And that’s why He rose again, offering us the gift of eternal life.

This final petition in the Lord’s Prayer is a simple reminder that LIFE is not about US….it’s about Christ, and His Kingdom and His Power and His Glory and ultimately, His love, which prompted Him to give up everything so that we too could be with Him in paradise. 

And to that, the people of God say AMEN.

