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I got my first “full time job” when I was 13 years old. I had just graduated from 8th grade and Doug Myers hired me to work on his sod farm (a place that grows ‘lawn’ sold by the rolled up yard). I rolled sod, carried sod, loaded and unloaded sod for 40+ hours a week, all summer long. After a year, I started driving the tractors and started mowing sod. Then I learned how to PLANT the grass seed. Most of the seed got planted on really GOOD soil, fields where the peat went 50 feet thick. Merion blue would grow so well there we’d have to mow it twice a week. One field, along the back, had soil that was more like hard clay. The grass never got very thick there at all and grew very slowly. Another field, near the house, had rocks in it, so you can imagine how that worked. And weeds? If we didn’t spray, forget it. But no matter what kind of soil it was, we planted the grass seed, did what we could, and prayed for the best……because, and here’s the key, if you don’t plant the seeds, you will never get a harvest.

Hope Lutheran Church, started by Pastor and Nancy Kettner and many others, some of whom are here today, has been planting the seeds of the Gospel of Jesus Christ for 32 years in response to the Great Commission of Christ to make disciples of “all nations.” To make disciples we have to sow the seeds of faith wherever God calls us.  Pastor Timothy has been called to do the same thing among the young adults in Norfolk. TRUTH, our Senior High group that leaves for Servant Event next Sunday, will be doing that too. It’s what Christians DO. In fact, if we DON’T, it calls our very faith into question…..and from other side of the parable, if we don’t grow, what good are we? 
Jesus tells the parable of the sower who spread his seeds. The birds got the seeds that landed on the path and couldn’t grow at all. Some landed on rocky soil where it couldn’t put down roots, some got choked out by weeds, and some produced a crop of 30 fold or 60 fold or even a 100 fold what was sown! No matter where the seed landed, the sower hoped and prayed it would grow.
French Christian philosopher Maurice Blondel said this, “If you want to know what a person believes, don’t listen to what they say, watch what they DO.” Don’t listen to them ‘talk the talk,’ but rather, watch how they ‘walk the walk.’ I’ve been involved with Servant Events for years. When the teenagers would first come to Emmanuel, there were always the macho types bragging about how fast they could dig the trenches for a septic tank. Far too often they were the same ones that begged to sit in the shade while the others got the job done! Some people stay on the margins of faith forever, some become pillars of the church, and some, when the going gets tough, bail out, give up and quit. 
Jesus’ parable paints a picture of us….you and me and all the people who have been exposed to the Seed of His love. He describes FOUR different groups of people.

Sad to say, the first group who hears the word of God fall among them says, basically, “Sow what!” The Bible is a fairy tale to them, an outdated concept from times when people weren’t ‘modern and scientific.’ These folks have a hard shell when it comes to faith in Jesus Christ. To them, religion is seen as something “clung to” by those who are weak or stupid. For these self-described “Thinking People,” and there are many of them, the Word of God hits the outer ear and bounces right off. 

Maybe you know some people like this. Maybe you’ve been there too. Yes, they matter deeply to God and need our constant prayers. The Holy Spirit will continue to reach out to them, maybe even through us. And as long as there is life and breath, there is HOPE!

Next Jesus describes people who are superficial when it comes to faith. They are ready to receive just about ANYthing that comes along that might sound good: a little meditation here,  a dash of change for the sake of change and the next spiritual fad there. They’re like butterflies flitting from flower to flower, picking up a little nectar from each one. To be sure, they certainly have their devout moments. They get a warm feeling from their favorite hymns, psalms and occasional sermons. There’s a cross on their wall and a Bible on the coffee table, but don’t subject them to endurance tests. Never tell them the cost of discipleship is high….and might get higher, because in times of testing they are nowhere to be seen. Their roots don’t go deep enough to allow them sufficient nurture or to hold on during the storms. They might look right and talk right, but the truth is in their lives….and they don’t walk the walk.

The third group Jesus speaks about is the defeated. They once talked and even walked the walk of faith. They may have started their Christian lives in the deep and rich soil of Scripture…..Sunday School, confirmation class, new member class, a few Bible studies, maybe even YEARS of services, sermons and committees. They might have fought honorable battles of faith and lived by Christian ethics…..but along the way, they ran into “life.” Their love of Christ got choked out by the “weeds of the world,” college life, careers, making money, hobbies, households and combinations of these and more. For many it was the company they kept that choked off their faith. Some of them realized what was happening and fought back, but in the end, their roots weren’t deep enough to hold them steady, their faith went on the back burner…..starting first with their stewardship (the money usually goes first), then their service, next their worship, and ultimately, “sow what!”
Finally Jesus describes the “growers,” the seeds that fell on the Good Soil and kept on growing. In any sermon on this parable, whether it’s the version from Matthew 13, Mark 4 or Luke 8, this is the place where the people in the pews perk up, since Jesus is obviously, finally  talking about US. (Yes, I’m in this group too!) “Finally,” we say, “Jesus got done describing all those other “rejects”  and now He’s saying good things about ME! It’s about time!” 
Yes, He is….but even as Jesus lifts up those who “walk the walk” of faith, He distinguishes three different levels of productivity for the Kingdom of God, the thirty percents, the sixty and the hundred percenters. 
“Oh, oh,” we’re thinking right now, “where do I come out on THIS list? Am I a thirty, a sixty or a hundred? Pastor Nieting, you’re not talking about the percentages of my income that I am supposed to give, are you?”  No… but, I’ll describe and you decide.

The 30%ers can be the pillars of the church. They’re in church when the doors open and have daily prayers. They’re GOOD PEOPLE, genuinely so. They’re involved in church related activities and find great comfort and security in the life of their congregation. They help build a world of nice, agreeable, peaceful people…..but the Fire of St. Francis and the Tenacity of Mother Teresa are foreign to their experience. They don’t understand the Passion of Peter and the Sacrifice of Steven. They’re threatened by change in the church and are free to tell you so!

The 60%er is genuinely centered on meeting the needs of others. He holds doors for people, changes their flat tires and builds the Habitat Homes. She never cuts others down. She doesn’t automatically accept everything she reads or hears, but studies Scripture and prays that God would help her discern His truth. They can be counted on to get the job done, on time and paid for. They don’t accept change for change sake, but when they see it’s for the good of the kingdom and if it will reach someone else for Christ, then ‘make it so!’ They stay “close to the fire,” are plenty warm, but…… they never quite catch fire themselves. Maybe their afraid….maybe they hold back…..maybe it’s a peer pressure thing. It’s NOT that they aren’t SAVED, let’s be clear on this! It’s not an issue of “sowing,” but an issue of “growing.”
Finally Jesus talks about the 100%er. I don’t know who’s on this list, although I have been privileged to have known some over the years. Some are the “stained glass saints” of Scripture. Some are those spiritual giants of our histories and heritage, people of faith we have known whom we speak of in hushed and admiring tones. Some of them are right here this morning. These are people whose lives, like St. Paul says in Philippians 3:8, “I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them all rubbish that I may gain Christ!” 
They are, as Brennan Manning says, “laid waste and devastated by one passion, Christ and Christ alone.” They are deeply, totally and completely in love with Jesus…..ready and willing to drop anything and everything if there’s a seed that needs sowing or a seedling that needs saving. 
That’s the 30s, 60s, and 100s….and we’re all there somewhere, Did Jesus tell this parable to hurt his disciples’ feelings? Was He comparing Peter to James and creating a pecking order…then and now? Certainly not! There’s a difference between seeds and people. When we plant SEEDS, they can’t move! Yes, birds might grab them or wind might blow them, but they usually stay where they land. We, on the other hand, are called to SEE and to KNOW where we are, how deep our roots are and what fruits of faith we are sowing around us. And if we see that things aren’t going well, it’s not “sow what,” it’s time for a transplant, time for some fertilizer, an application of weed killer, maybe even some pruning (ouch), so that when Christ SEES us, we are bringing in the harvest! So……sow often, sow much, and sow good for the sake of Christ!  
Sow….what am I, dear Lord, what am I?

Amen. 
