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           Pastor Mark Nieting

As you can see, the hymnal that I am holding up in front of you is not the one we have in our pews. It is the previous LCMS hymnal, first published in 1941. It is the hymnal many of us cut our teeth on, maybe even literally, as we grew up in a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 

Hymnals, as most of us know, can be quite close to our hearts. They become the expression of the worship and the teaching of a particular church, even if it isn’t used in all of our worship services….like here at Hope. William Taylor, a Presbyterian pastor, was right on when he stated that “a hymnal reflects the history of the church, embodies the doctrine of the church, expresses the devotional life of the church, and demonstrates the unity of the church.” 

Thus today, while we have a traditional communion service at 8 AM and a more blended service at 11, we’re going to spend time on what is basically our “Core service” of worship, the Divine Service. While there are 3 different versions of this service in our current hymnal, we will use Divine Service 2, setting 1 as the model for our study. Please turn to page 158 in the front of the hymnal.

One thing most of us notice when we enter the sanctuary is the presence or absence of the Lord’s Supper on the altar. Christians are taught, or at least we SHOULD be taught, to prepare ourselves for the reception of communion. There is a series of questions in the front of the hymnal (page 306) which are designed to do just this, and I encourage you to make this a regular part of your preparation for worship. There are other things we might notice, such as the colors of the paraments of the season of the church year or perhaps the presence of the baptismal font that help us set the tone for our worship. 
An organ prelude or some preservice music is usually offered, setting the tone and the mood for the worship of the day. Preludes during the Easter season are, of course, more “upbeat and joyful” than those of, say, Advent or Lent. Most often this is followed by a brief greeting or welcome by the Pastor (or a church leader), reminding us of the theme for the day, welcoming visitors, sharing some of the joys and challenges of the week, and possibly offering guidance for the service. 
Now it’s time for worship to begin. Notice the next line on page 158: “A Hymn of Invocation MAY be sung.” Not all services begin with a hymn, nor do all congregations, and in our late service we don’t use this either, but when it is done, this hymn “invokes” God’s presence in worship and offers our praises to the Triune God. Most often we stand during this hymn to reflect the honor and glory due to our God for Who He is and what He has done.

Following the hymn, the Pastor begins with the INVOCATION, which reads “In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” These are the very words spoken over each Christian at the time of our baptism. They remind us that we worship God as He has revealed Himself to us; as 1 God with 3 distinct Persons. Some Christians have grown into the habit of bowing or making the sign of the cross at the invocation of the Holy Trinity. Since most things like this are done out of tradition, we must always be careful that we don’t make things like this “the rule” for all,” either for or against.

Following the invocation, we prepare for worship by confessing our many sins. In the Old Testament, Moses was commanded to remove his shoes and bare his feet, because he was standing on holy ground. In confession, we bare our souls and our sins to God, standing or kneeling in His holy presence. After this, we hear the Pastor’s words, as God’s called spokesman, proclaiming God’s forgiveness and comfort, which comes only through Jesus Christ.

Now, with our sins forgiven, we are bold to go on to the next step of worship. We have three options: first, the Introit of the Day, or an appointed Psalm, or HYMNS and SONGS of Praise. The Introit, usually a chanted psalm, means literally “he enters,” meaning that as our representative, the pastor approaches the altar.
This is followed with the Kyrie, literally from the Greek “Lord.” A series of chants or spoken phrases of prayer with the commonality of “Lord have mercy.” This is not a prayer of penitence anymore, for our sins have been forgiven. Rather, this first “corporate” prayer of the church is a reminder to us without the Lord, our lives would be empty. We hear the Kyrie quite often in scripture. The Cananite woman in Matthew 15 said it, as did the ten lepers of Luke 17.  The first use of the Kyrie in Christian worship dates to the 4th century Eastern Church, and by the 5 or 6th century it was in common use in most of the Western Church as well.
Next comes a “hymn of praise,” most commonly (and most anciently) the “Gloria in Excelsis.” As we sing “glory to God in the highest,” we are reminded of the on-going witness of worship by singing the song the angels sang at Jesus’ birth (Luke 2). Tradition says its first recorded use dates to 530 AD, but it didn’t become commonplace in worship for another 600 years…during the “liturgical revival” in the middle ages of Europe. Again, the “Gloria” ends with a celebration of the Holy Trinity, the reason we remain standing for its singing.

In the ancient church these first parts of the service were often done by assisting ministers and the next part, the top of page 164, was the first time the “senior pastor” spoke at all. The “Collect” is preceded by the “Salutation,” where the pastor uses the words “The Lord be with you” and the people respond by saying, “And also with you” or “and with your spirit.”  It is much more than a greeting, it’s a reminder of the relationship between the pastor and the people who are joined together in worship of God and in blessing one another. Then the pastor and the congregation pray the “Collect for the Day.”  

Finally, with this section of worship complete, we are seated to hear the words of Holy Scripture, the Old Testament lesson, New Testament lesson, and finally the reading of the Holy Gospel. Once again we usually stand to honor the words of Jesus our Savior. Again, imagine that following the reading of the Good News of Christ, we here participate each Sunday with MILLIONS of Christians across the world (and across the ages) singing “Praise to You, O Christ!”  
Question: In our church, who reads these lessons? In the ancient church, the lectors were part of a hierarchy of worship leadership that started with the bishop, then the priest, next the deacon, and then acolyte. Some churches to this day allow only clergy or elders to read the Scripture lessons while other churches allow any baptized member to read. Local traditions and customs are important to all churches. We just have to be careful not to make these things into laws and rules that can divide us or give offense to a weaker member.
On page 164, the #9 (in red) presents the option for the GRADUAL or a Psalm for the Day. A Gradual is usually a chanted verse from the Psalms. Historically it was chanted by the “cantor” from the first step leading up to the altar, the gradus, hence the name. Here the church expresses its joy at hearing the Gospel. Some churches replace this with an Anthem from the Choir or even another hymn. 

In our worship, on most Sundays now is the time for the children’s message. This was NEVER a part of ancient worship, but is a modern addition to some worship services. It is hopefully a time for the Pastor to speak directly to the hearts and minds of the children during the worship service.

Now our main liturgies diverge. In Divine Service 1, the Creed follows the Gospel, while in Divine Service 2, the Creed follows the sermon. Wherever the location, a creed of any sort is a public, common statement of belief. The 3 ancient creeds of the Christian church, the Apostles, Nicene and the Athanasian all have their place in worship. Historically, the Nicene Creed is used in services with Holy Communion, while the Apostles’ is used for other services. The Athanasian Creed is most commonly used on Trinity Sunday due to its length. 

The HYMN of the DAY (page 165, red number 14) is next. This is the principal hymn of the Service. It sets the tone for the sermon. Having heard the Word of God, its application now becomes personal through the SERMON.  The sermon, an ancient part of our worship, is a proclamation of God’s message for us to apply in our daily lives. During the Reformation, Martin Luther encouraged churches NEVER to omit the sermon. He wrote, “When God’s Word is not preached, one had better neither sing nor read, or even come together!” 
The sermon is most often followed by the OFFERING. The offering serves two purposes. First, it is an act of worship in which believers respond to God and His word not only in heart and mind, but also concretely, with the offering of our money…..most often our most “treasured” possession. The offering is also an act of fellowship, the congregation actively sharing their gifts together for the building of the kingdom of God. Sometimes there are two offerings, one the regular offering for the general use of the congregation and another one, like we took last Sunday when we raised $780 for the cause of feeding the hungry, praise God!
I’m going to spend a bit more time talking about the offering this morning, because it’s arguably one of the most important parts of worship. On the surface, it’s where we give our money to the church. Plain and simple, right? But WHOSE money IS it? It’s God’s money, just like TIME belongs to God too. (He can “pull the plug” on us anytime He wants to, right?) We carve time for worship out of the time of our life, and we can do it one of two ways: grudgingly and getting upset when it goes beyond the expected 1 hour…… or we can worship joyfully and praise to God with our hearts and our lips and are sad when it’s over.  In the offering, it’s really the same thing. We can give grudgingly, out of any possible “leftover” money we might have or we can give joyfully, right off the top, and get excited….as many of us did last week, when there are opportunities to give more! Giving is a very CONCRETE way for us to demonstrate to God that we really DO trust in Him to provide for us. And when we do that, He promises to bless us. Trust me, those of us who tithe KNOW that God keeps His promise.


But there’s more than just that to giving, and here I’m quoting from Donald Miller in his book, “Blue Like Jazz” (page 198), “Before (I tithed), I felt like I was always going to God with my fingers crossed, the way a child feels around his father when he knows he has told terrible lies. God knew where I was, He didn’t love me any different when I was holding out on Him, it’s just that I didn’t feel clean around Him, and you know how that can affect things.” 
We’ll end with this. God has given us the gift of life, part of which is His desire for us to worship Him. Fallen into sin, we were separated from God, but through Christ Jesus and His perfect life, His suffering and His death, God has also provided for the full forgiveness of all of our sins. By the Call of the Holy Spirit, God has given us the gift of faith. Worship is why we exist! It is what we do….both formally together as we are today, and constantly, as in the prayers we offer to God over the course of a day, the “cries of praise” when we see God working in our daily lives. 

He is God, and by His grace, we are His people forever. That is why we worship!

Amen.

Next week we continue with the “communion part” of the Liturgy.
